
The City of Portland

City Council

November 3, 2025

5:30 PM

City Council was called to order by City Council President, Kent McClung at 5:30 PM on Monday,
November 3, 2025. Roll was called and present were members Matt Goldsworthy, Mike Aker,

Ashley Hilfiker, Dave Golden, Ron May, Kent McClung and Michele Brewster. Also, present
were Attorney, Wes Schemenaur, Clerk-Treasurer, Lori Phillips, and Ray Cooney (CR).

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of City Council minutes from October 6th, 2025

Motion by May, seconded by Hilfiker to approve the City Council minutes from October 6th,
2025 as presented. Roll call vote. All voted aye.

Claims Docket

Motion by Hilfiker, seconded by Goldsworthy to approve two payroll dockets; October 11 for

$137,158.65 and October 25 for $144,816.10. General, Water and Sewage claims #116666-

116943 in the amount of $2,741,624.52. Roll call vote. All voted aye.

Ceann Bales, JCDC Executive Director - Harmony Café & Studio Development Agreement

Motion by May, seconded by Golden to approve the Development Agreement. Roll call vote.

All voted aye.

Terms of the agreement:

10-year loan of $18,000 EDIT funds

5th anniversary of the loan, interest will accrue at 1% over the prime rate per Wall St Journal

Increase catering events to 30 per year

Meet with East Central Indiana Small Business Development Center once per calendar year

Quarterly financial reports

If all terms are met on the 5th anniversary date, the loan shall be considered a grant

Council Comments

Matt - Commented on a "Flock" camera system and its ability to capture license plate numbers

that could possibly assist with investigations. Lori noted that Chief Mock has looked into this

system and he may want to reach out to him for additional information.

Ron -

1. Noted the tort claim by Mock and Hopkins
2. Noted that he is still being questioned about the Tahoe vehicles that were purchased by

the Police Department. He noted that the council appropriated the funds and the Board

of Works approves the purchase.

3. Questioned when an extension of the 7th Street bridge sidewalk will happen. Lori noted
that the city is actively looking for a grant to make this happen. Kent questioned when



4.

5.

an extension of the Blaine Pike path will happen. Lori noted that INDOT is still working

on the close-out documents. No additional work can be done until INDOT signs off on

the project.

Noted the number of illegal residents in Portland and that something needs to be done

about this.

Noted the Civil lawsuit that has been filed by Patrick Long.

6. Asked Wes Schemenaur if the mayor could remove a council member from the agenda.

Wes noted that council meetings are meetings of the council and the council has the

right to add / approve agenda items. He noted that the mayor is the presiding officer
for council meeting.

Dave -

1. Thanked Ceann Bales and JCDC for community involvement.

2. Thanked David Fennig - Harmony Café for investing in our community.

3. Requested that Mayor Westlake contact Barry Ritter and have him present to council

the pros and cons of combining city/ county dispatch. He also requested that Sherrif
Newton, Jay County Commissioners, and the appropriate city personnel be invited to

the meeting.

Ashley -

1.

2.

Thanked Chamber of Commerce for sponsoring Trunk or Treating.
Thanked Officer Brewster and Miller for patrolling during trick-or-treating and engaging

with the trick-or-treaters.

3. Noted the flashing speed limit sign (that displays your speed) on Blaine Pike.
4. Acknowledged Chief Mock and Investigator Hopkins tort claim and stated that as council

members, we should not have to worry about Mock filing a tort claim because he does

not agree with council comments or decisions.

Mayor's Report

No report - Mayor Westlake was absent.

Clerk Treasurer's Report

• Recycling bags are available at CVS, City Hall and the Street Department. They are no longer

available at the Jay Community Center or the Jay County Library.

Adjournment Motion by May, seconded by Golden to adjourn at 6:59 p.m.

ATTEST:

youoi Phillips
Lori Phillips, Clerk-Treasurer

APPROVED:

Westlake, Mayor


