ORDINANCE 2026 - / 3

AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF PORTLAND ZONING ORDINANCE
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, the City of Portland Advisory Plan Commission held a public hearing on
August 6, 2026, on the proposed language regarding Solar Energy System Regulations along
with the addition of Sub-Section 4.18 Personal Solar Energy System (PSES) Standards to the
City of Portland Zoning Ordinance, and

WHEREAS, the City of Portland Plan Commission after hearing all public comment,
upon motion, seconded and approved by majority favorably recommended the Portland City
Council approve and adopt said Zoning Ordinance language regarding Solar Energy System
Regulations along with the addition of Sub-Section 4.18 Personal Solar Energy System (PSES)
Standards.

WHEREAS, on August 17, 2026 the Portland City Council gave notice that the Zoning
Ordinance language regarding Solar Energy Systern Regulations along with the addition of
Sub-Section 4.18 Personal Solar Energy System (PSES) Standards would be considered at their
scheduled meeting on September 8, 2026, and

THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Portland City Council that the City of
Portland Zoning & Subdivision Ordinance established 1980-9 as previously amended, be
further amended by adopting the language regarding Solar Energy System Regulations along
with the addition of Sub-Section 4.18 Personal Solar Energy System (PSES) Standards (see
attached).

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this day of , 2026

Jeff Westlake, Presiding Officer

ATTEST

Lori Phillips, Clerk/Treasurer

Approved by me on the date of adoption

Jeff Westlake, Mayor




Solar Energy Systems Regulations

Section 2: Definitions

Amend Sub-Section 2.2 {Definitions) Specific fo include the following definitions:

Personal Solar Energy System (PSES): Any device or combination of devices or elements which
rely upon direct sunlight as an energy source including but no limited to any substance or device which
collects sunlight for generating electricity for use on-site. However, the energy output may be
delivered to a power grid to offset the cost of energy on-site.

Solar Farm Energy System (SFES): A commercial facility, on a parcel(s) of five acres or more that
converts sunlight to electricily, whether by photovoltaics concentrating solar thermal devices, or
various experimental technologies for on-site or off-site use with the primary purpose of seliing
wholesale or ratail generated electricity. Not permitted within the jurisdiction of the City of Portiand
Plan Commission

Section 3: Zoning Districts

Amend the following subsections to add ‘Solar Farm Energy System (SFES)’ under the
heading of “Uses NOT Permitted”

Sub-Sections 3.6 PR — Parks & Recreation District
3.7 AR - Agricultural Residential District
3.8 RR — Rural Residential District
3.9 R4 ~ Low Density Residential District
3.10 R8 — Medium Density Residential District
3.11 R10 — High Density Residential District
3.12 NB — Neighborhood Business District
3.13 HS — Highway Service District
3.14 CB - Central Business District
3.15 IND - Industrial District

Section 4: Development Standards

Amend by adding the following new subsection:;

4.18 Personal Solar Energy System (PSES) Standards

A

Personal Solar Energy System {PSES): Defined as any device or combination of devices or
elements which rely upon direct sunlight as an energy source including but no limited to any
substance or device which collects sunlight for generating electricity for use on-site. However, the
energy output may be delivered to a power grid to offset the cost of energy on-site.

PSES Purpose & Standards

The purpose of these regulations is to provide a uniform and comprehensive set of standards for the
instaltation and use of PSES's designed for on-site home, farm and small commercial use that
are used primarily to reduce on-site consumption of utility power. The intent of these regulations is
to protect the public health, safety, and community welfare without unduly restricting the
development of PSES's.

Permitted & Special Exception Use

A PSES shall be considered a permitted accessory use to a principal use only in districts zoned AR,
RR, R4, R8, R10, NB, HS and IND that are covered by this Ordinance. A PSES shall require Special
Exception Use approval from the Board of Zoning appeals for properties located within the PR and
CB Districts. The PSES shall provide power for on-site use only by the owner.
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D. Special Requirements
A PSES shall also be subject to the requirements per zoned district as shown in Sections 3.6 thru

3.15 of this Ordinance unless otherwise stated herein.

1. Ground Mounted PSES Height: Shall not be greater than twenty (20) feet at the maximum tiit
of the solar panel(s) in any zoned district.

2. Sethacks for Ground Mounted PSES: The PSES shall maintain perimeter setbacks including
side and rear yard setbacks as required by the Zone District the property is located in. No PSES
shall be permitted to be located in the required front yard setback unless at least 100 feet back
from the edge of the right of way with a vegetative buffer toward any neighboring residential
structure.

3. Fencing: A security fence may be required if deemed necessary by the Zoning Administrator.

4. Structure Mounted PSES Height: Shall not be greater than the allowable height of any
structure within the zoning district in which the PSES is to be installed.

5. Roof Mounted PSES: Prior to installation, a certificate from a licensed engineer is required
stating the structure can handle the panels. The panels shall be installed per manufactures
specifications and have a Visible Disconnect,

6. Approved Solar Components: Eleciric solar energy system components must have an
Underwiiters laboratory (UL) listing or approved equivalent.

7. Building Codes: All county, state and national construction codes shall be followed.

8. Glare: The PSES shall be designed and located in order to prevent glare toward any inhabited
buildings or adjacent properties as well as adjacent highways or right-of-ways.

E. Application & Permitting
Before a Improvement Location Permit is issued, the following shall be submitted to the Zoning
Administrator for review including, but not limited to:
1.  Site plan showing:
a. Name, address and phone number of the property owner,
b. Property lines; all structures; sepfic field; setback lines;
c. Location of all solar paneis and associated equipment; and
d. Location of the electrical disconnect for the PSES.
2. Evidence that the local electric utility company has been informed of the customer's intent to
install a customer-owned solar energy system.
3. Evidence that the site pian has been submitted to the local fire protection district when

applicable.

F. Permit Fee
Before issuing any permits, the applicant must pay the required fee as set forth in the Official Fee

Schedule which is maintained by the Zoning Administrator.
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